
Pinworm & Tapeworm
A practical guide for vets to help decide when to treat for pinworms
(Passalurus ambiguus) or adult tapeworm (Taenia spp.) in rabbits
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High worm burden, clinical signs present 
or imported with parasite risk.

Advise deworming and investigate for other
pathogens if needed.

Treat (Deworm)

OUTDOOR INDOOR

Assess worm burden

Faecal Sample
(direct smear or flotation)

Living situation?

Imported?

Are there any clinical signs?
e.g. weight loss, diarrhoea, recurrent

gut stasis or abdominal pain?

NOYES

YES NO

POSITIVE
(pinworms or tapworm

eggs detected)

NEGATIVE
(no eggs detected)

HIGH № LOW №

Low worm burden, negative faecal test 
or indoor only/no risk factors.

No treatment needed at this time, retest later 
if concerned.

Low Risk

This paper might be useful. Hughes K. & Saunders R. Diagnosis and treatment of endoparasites in pet rabbits. https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.126252


